HOUSE THIS AMENDMENT
AMENDMENT ADOPTED

GOOD/DOWNEY
APRIL 26, 2022

CLERK OF THE HOUSE

REP. ERICKSON PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT
No. T0S.935(COUNCIL\DG\935C001.NBD.DG22):

REFERENCE IS TO PRINTER’S DATE 3/30/22-H.

AMEND THE BILL, AS AND IF AMENDED, BY
STRIKING ALL AFTER THE ENACTING WORDS AND
INSERTING:

[/ SECTION 1. THIS ACT MAY BE REFERRED TO
AS THE “PARENTAL CHOICE IN EDUCATION
PROGRAM?”.

SECTION 2. TITLE 59 OF THE 1976 CODE IS
AMENDED BY ADDING:

“CHAPTER 8
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EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND

SECTION 59-8-110. (A) AS USED IN THIS
CHAPTER:

(1)¢COST OF ATTENDANCE’ MEANS THE
PUBLISHED TUITION, FEES, TEXTBOOKS, AND FEES
FOR TRANSPORTATION PAID TO A
FEE-FOR-SERVICE TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER
AS APPROVED BY THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE FOR THE STUDENT TO TRAVEL TO
AND FROM AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL AS DEFINED IN
THIS SECTION, BUT NOT TO EXCEED SEVEN
HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS FOR EACH SCHOOL
YEAR, BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE TUTORING.

(2)*‘DEPARTMENT’ MEANS THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

(3)‘ELIGIBLE SCHOOL’ MEANS A SOUTH
CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOL OR AN INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
PROGRAM, ACCEPTS QUALIFYING STUDENTS, AND
INSTRUCTS STUDENTS IN GRADES KINDERGARTEN
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THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE. AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL
DOES NOT INCLUDE CHARTER SCHOOLS.

(4)‘INDEPENDENT SCHOOL> MEANS A
SCHOOL, OTHER THAN A PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
WHICH THE COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 59-65-10 MAY BE
MET AND:

(A) OFFERS A GENERAL EDUCATION TO
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS;

(B) DOES NOT UNLAWFULLY
DISCRIMINATE IN THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS ON
THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, SEX, RELIGION, OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT
SCHOOLS SERVING A SINGLE SEX MAY
PARTICIPATE PROVIDED THEY MEET ALL OTHER
REQUIREMENTS;

(C) ISLOCATED IN THIS STATE;

(D) HAS AN EDUCATIONAL
CURRICULUM THAT INCLUDES COURSES SET
FORTH IN THE STATE’S DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS,
AND WHERE THE STUDENTS ATTENDING ARE
ADMINISTERED NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT OR
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STATE STANDARDIZED TESTS, OR BOTH, AT
PROGRESSIVE GRADE LEVELS TO DETERMINE
STUDENT PROGRESS; AND

(E) HAS SCHOOL FACILITIES THAT ARE
SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE FEDERAL, STATE, AND

LOCAL LAWS.

(5) ‘PARENT’ MEANS THE NATURAL OR ADOPTIVE PARENT OR
LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A CHILD OR A FOSTER PARENT PURSUANT TO
SECTION 59-63-31.

(6)(A) “QUALIFYING STUDENT’> MEANS A STUDENT WHO IS A
RESIDENT OF THIS STATE WHO HAS NOT EARNED A HIGH SCHOOL
DIPLOMA AND IS BETWEEN KINDERGARTEN AND EIGHTH GRADE AND IS:

() ENROLLED IN THE CHILDREN’S HEALTH
INSURANCE PROGRAM (CHIP) OR MEDICAID OR BE A MEMBER OF A
HOUSEHOLD WITH AN INCOME AT OR BELOW THE SOUTH CAROLINA
UPPER INCOME LIMIT FOR CHIP; AND
(11) 1ISENTERING KINDERGARTEN OR FIRST GRADE; OR
(I11) WAS PREVIOUSLY ENROLLED IN AND ATTENDED A
SOUTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOL DURING ONE OF THE THREE SCHOOL
YEARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE SCHOOL YEAR IN WHICH THE
STUDENT WOULD BE ENROLLED UNDER THIS PROGRAM.
(B) FORPURPOSES OF THIS ITEM, A QUALIFYING STUDENT’S
SIBLING ALSO IS CONSIDERED TO BE A QUALIFYING STUDENT PROVIDED
THAT HE MEETS THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN THIS CHAPTER, AND
HIS PARENT ELECTS TO ENROLL HIM IN THE PROGRAM.
(C) STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE EDUCATIONAL
CREDIT FOR EXCEPTIONAL NEEDS CHILDREN’S FUND PROGRAM AS
PROVIDED IN SECTION 12-6-3790 ARE NOT CONSIDERED TO BE
QUALIFYING STUDENTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS CHAPTER.
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(D) A QUALIFYING STUDENT ALSO INCLUDES UP TO FIVE
HUNDRED STUDENTS WHOSE PARENT IS AN ACTIVE DUTY MEMBER OF
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

(E) A QUALIFYING STUDENT ALSO INCLUDES UP TO FIVE
HUNDRED STUDENTS THAT ARE ENTERING KINDERGARTEN AND WERE
ENROLLED IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA EARLY READING DEVELOPMENT
AND EDUCATION PROGRAM IN THE IMMEDIATELY PREVIOUS SCHOOL
YEAR.

(7) ‘SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT’ MEANS THE INDIVIDUAL

STUDENT ACCOUNT THAT IS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR
EACH QUALIFYING STUDENT.

SECTION 59-8-120. (A) THERE IS CREATED THE °‘PARENTAL
CHOICE IN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND’ THAT IS SEPARATE AND
DISTINCT FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND. THE FUND MUST RECEIVE
AND HOLD ALL FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR IT AS WELL AS ALL EARNINGS
UNTIL DISBURSED AS PROVIDED IN THIS CHAPTER. MONIES RECEIVED IN
THE FUND MUST BE HELD BY THE OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER AND
MUST BE USED TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS TO QUALIFYING STUDENTS
ATTENDING ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE FOR THE COST OF
ATTENDANCE AND QUALIFYING EXPENSES.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING RECORDS,
MANAGING ACCOUNTS, AND DISBURSING SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER. INFORMATION CONTAINED IN OR
PRODUCED FROM A TAX RETURN, DOCUMENT, OR MAGNETICALLY OR
ELECTRONICALLY STORED DATA UTILIZED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN THE
EXERCISE OF ITS DUTIES AS PROVIDED IN THIS CHAPTER MUST REMAIN
CONFIDENTIAL AND IS EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE
INFORMATION, AS DESCRIBED IN THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS
AND PRIVACY ACT, OF CHILDREN APPLYING FOR OR RECEIVING
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SCHOLARSHIPS MUST REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND IS NOT SUBJECT TO
DISCLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT.

(C) By JANUARY FIFTEENTH OF EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE GOVERNOR:

(1) THE NUMBER AND TOTAL AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIPS
ISSUED TO QUALIFYING STUDENTS IN EACH YEAR,;

(2) PROGRAMMATIC INFORMATION THAT INCLUDES, BUT ISNOT
LIMITED TO, WHERE QUALIFYING STUDENTS ATTEND ELIGIBLE
SCHOOLS;

(3) A COPY OF A COMPILATION, REVIEW, OR AUDIT OF THE
FUND’S FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, CONDUCTED BY A CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTING FIRM; AND

(4) THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS BY
COUNTY.

SECTION 59-8-130. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT
QUALIFYING STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM AND THEIR
PARENTS ANNUALLY ARE INFORMED OF WHICH ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS ARE
PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CREATE A
STANDARD APPLICATION PROCESS FOR PARENTS TO ESTABLISH THE
ELIGIBILITY OF THEIR STUDENT FOR THE PROGRAM. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ENSURE THAT THE APPLICATION IS READILY AVAILABLE TO
INTERESTED PARENTS THROUGH VARIOUS SOURCES, INCLUDING THE
INTERNET.

(B)(1) THEDEPARTMENT SHALL SET ADEADLINE FOR THE RECEIPT
OF APPLICATIONS. IN THE EVENT THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
EXCEEDS FIVE THOUSAND BY THE DEADLINE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
USE A LOTTERY SYSTEM TO AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS. STUDENTS ALREADY
PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM ARE AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED FOR
PARTICIPATION IN THE IMMEDIATE SUBSEQUENT YEAR.

(2) IF THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS IS LESS THAN FIVE THOUSAND
BY THE DEADLINE, THEN ANY STUDENT MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF
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SECTION 59-8-110(6)(A)(11) OR (I11) MAY APPLY TO THE PROGRAM.
HOWEVER, PRIORITY MUST BE GIVEN TO STUDENTS WHO HAVE AN
ADJUSTED GROSS FAMILY INCOME OF FOUR HUNDRED PERCENT OR LESS
OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES AS PROMULGATED ANNUALLY
BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES.

(C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE THE PARENT OF A
QUALIFYING STUDENT PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM WITH A
WRITTEN EXPLANATION OF THE ALLOWABLE USES OF AN ACCOUNT, THE
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARENT, AND THE DUTIES OF THE
DEPARTMENT.

(D) QUALIFYING STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM MAY
RETURN TO THEIR RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS AT ANY TIME,
PROVIDING THE LEAST DISRUPTIVE PROCESS.

(E) A SCHOOL SHALL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT IF A STUDENT
WITHDRAWS FROM THE PROGRAM.

(F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT RULES AND PROCEDURES AS
NECESSARY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM.

SECTION 59-8-140. AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL MAY NOT REFUND,
REBATE, OR SHARE THE SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT OF A QUALIFYING
STUDENT PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM WITH HIS PARENT OR WITH
THE QUALIFYING STUDENT.

SECTION 59-8-150. FUNDS RECEIVED PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER
DO NOT CONSTITUTE TAXABLE INCOME TO THE PARENT OF A
QUALIFYING STUDENT PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM.

SECTION 59-8-160. (A) IN THE FIRST YEAR IN WHICH THE
ACCOUNT IS FUNDED, SCHOLARSHIPS MAY BE AWARDED IN AN AMOUNT
NOT EXCEEDING FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO A QUALIFYING STUDENT
AT AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL TO BE DISBURSED UP TO TWO THOUSAND FIVE
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HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH SEMESTER. THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ISSUE
DEBIT CARDS, BUT SHALL DISTRIBUTE FUNDS THROUGH AN ONLINE
SYSTEM DIRECTLY TO A QUALIFYING STUDENT. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL PROCURE A SYSTEM THAT CAN CREATE THE SCHOLARSHIP
ACCOUNTS AND PROCESS COST OF ATTENDANCE AND QUALIFYING
EXPENSES.

(B)(1) BEFORE AWARDING A SCHOLARSHIP, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL DOCUMENT THE STUDENT’S ELIGIBILITY WITH THE FOLLOWING
DOCUMENTATION:

(A) A CARD ISSUED IN THE STUDENT’S NAME FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES FOR MEDICAID
ELIGIBILITY OR CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM (CHIP)
ELIGIBILITY;

(B) OTHER DOCUMENTATION AS THE DEPARTMENT MAY
REQUIRE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE FAMILY INCOME IS EQUAL TO THE
POVERTY LEVEL OF MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY;

(C) ARECORD TO PROVIDE THAT THE STUDENT’S PARENT IS
AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES; OR

(D) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE CHILD WAS ENROLLED IN
THE SOUTH CAROLINA EARLY READING DEVELOPMENT AND
EDUCATION PROGRAM.

(2) UPON APPROVING THE APPLICATION, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL CREATE AN ONLINE ACCOUNT FOR THE QUALIFYING STUDENT
THAT THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN CAN ACCESS USING A SECURE
PORTAL. THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ACCOUNT MUST BE CREATED
WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION.

(3) IF A QUALIFYING STUDENT LEAVES OR WITHDRAWS FROM
THE ELIGIBLE SCHOOL FOR ANY REASON BEFORE THE END OF THE
SEMESTER OR SCHOOL YEAR AND DOES NOT REENROLL WITHIN THIRTY
DAYS, OR IF THE QUALIFYING STUDENT GRADUATES FROM OR CHOOSES
TO PERMANENTLY LEAVE A QUALIFYING SCHOOL, THEN THE BALANCE
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IN THE SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT MUST BE CREDITED TO THE PARENTAL
CHOICE IN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

(4) ANY FUNDS NOT EXPENDED IN AN INDIVIDUAL STUDENT’S
SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR WILL BE
CARRIED FORWARD INTO THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR AND EXPENDED FOR
THE SAME PURPOSES.

SECTION 59-8-170. (A) THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
WILL APPROVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE
PROGRAM THAT MEET ALL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. ONCE A SCHOOL
IS FOUND ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM, IT IS PRESUMED
ELIGIBLE FOR THE REMAINING TWO YEARS UNLESS THE EDUCATION
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FINDS OTHERWISE. THE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL SHALL CERTIFY TO THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
THAT IT CONTINUES TO MEET ALL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. THE
EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE SHALL DEVELOP AN APPLICATION
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.

(B) BY MARCH FIRST OF EACH YEAR THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE SHALL PUBLISH ON ITS WEBSITE A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF
INDEPENDENT AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS CERTIFIED AS ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS.
THE LIST MUST INCLUDE EACH ELIGIBLE SCHOOL’S NAME, ADDRESSES,
TELEPHONE NUMBERS, AND, IF AVAILABLE, WEBSITE ADDRESSES.

(C) AN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL THAT IS DENIED CERTIFICATION
PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER MAY SEEK REVIEW BY FILING A REQUEST
FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
COURT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COURT’S RULES OF PROCEDURE.

(D) THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE SHALL GRANT AN
EXEMPTION TO AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE
PROGRAM IF THE ELIGIBLE SCHOOL CAN SHOW THAT IT HAS SPACE
LIMITATIONS AND IS UNABLE TO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL STUDENTS.
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(E) THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MAY PROHIBIT A
SCHOOL FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM IF THE EDUCATION
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FINDS THAT THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOL HAS:

(1) ROUTINELY FAILED TO COMPLY WITH  THE
ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS ESTABLISHED IN THIS CHAPTER; OR

(2) FAILED TOPROVIDE THE ELIGIBLE STUDENT PARTICIPATING
IN THE PROGRAM WITH THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FUNDED BY THE
ACCOUNT.

(F) IF THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE DECIDES TO
PROHIBIT AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM,
THEN THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE SHALL NOTIFY
QUALIFYING STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM AND THEIR
PARENTS OF THIS DECISION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

(G) THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE SHALL APPROVE A
LIST OF FEE-FOR-SERVICE TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS THAT A
QUALIFYING STUDENT MAY UTILIZE.

SECTION 59-8-180. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED, THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE, OR ANY OTHER STATE AGENCY, MAY NOT REGULATE THE
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM OF AN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL THAT ACCEPTS
STUDENTS RECEIVING SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS
CHAPTER.

SECTION 59-8-190. THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE AND
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLABORATE TO DEVELOP AND ADMINISTER
AN ANNUAL PROGRAM SURVEY TO ALL PARENTS OF QUALIFYING
STUDENTS REGARDING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE FUND. RESULTS
MUST BE PROVIDED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY DECEMBER
THIRTY-FIRST OF EACH YEAR.
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SECTION 59-8-200. UNLESS REAUTHORIZED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT ONLY APPLY TO SCHOOL YEAR
2022-2023 THROUGH SCHOOL YEAR 2025-2026. ANY FUNDS REMAINING
IN THE PARENTAL CHOICE IN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND AFTER
SCHOOL YEAR 2025-2026, MUST BE CREDITED TO THE CONTINGENCY
RESERVE FUND AND THE NEWLY CREATED FUND MUST BE DISSOLVED.”

SECTION 3. THERE IS ALLOCATED SEVENTY-FIVE MILLION
DOLLARS FROM THE CONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND TO THE PARENTAL
CHOICE IN EDUCATION FUND TO BE USED AS DESCRIBED IN THIS ACT.

SECTION 4. IF ANY SECTION, SUBSECTION, PARAGRAPH,
SUBPARAGRAPH, SENTENCE, CLAUSE, PHRASE, OR WORD OF THIS ACT IS
FOR ANY REASON HELD TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL OR INVALID, SUCH
HOLDING SHALL NOT AFFECT THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OR VALIDITY OF
THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS ACT, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HEREBY DECLARING THAT IT WOULD HAVE PASSED THIS ACT, AND EACH
AND EVERY SECTION, SUBSECTION, PARAGRAPH, SUBPARAGRAPH,
SENTENCE, CLAUSE, PHRASE, AND WORD THEREOF, IRRESPECTIVE OF
THE FACT THAT ANY ONE OR MORE OTHER SECTIONS, SUBSECTIONS,
PARAGRAPHS, SUBPARAGRAPHS, SENTENCES, CLAUSES, PHRASES, OR
WORDS HEREOF MAY BE DECLARED TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL, INVALID,
OR OTHERWISE INEFFECTIVE.

SECTION 5. THIS ACT TAKES EFFECT UPON APPROVAL BY THE
GOVERNOR. /

AMEND THE BILL FURTHER, AFTER THE TITLE BUT BEFORE THE
ENACTING WORDS BY INSERTING:

| WHEREAS, IN 1970, THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ENACTED THE
TUITION GRANTS PROGRAM TO AWARD NEEDS-BASED GRANTS FOR
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STUDENTS TO ATTEND THE INDEPENDENT COLLEGE OF THEIR CHOICE.
SINCE 1970, 450,000 GRANTS TOTALING $988 MILLION HAVE BEEN
AWARDED TO DESERVING STUDENTS; AND

WHEREAS, IN 1999, THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ENACTED FIRST
STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS, A PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME
CHILDREN TO ATTEND INDEPENDENT, PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS;
AND

WHEREAS, IN 2013, THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY PASSED
ITSFIRST K-12 CHOICE PROGRAM, THE EXCEPTIONAL SC SCHOLARSHIP,
A TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP TO ASSIST CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
THAT WAS MADE PERMANENT LAW IN 2018; AND

WHEREAS, IN ESTABLISHING THE EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT
ACT, THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY INTENDS TO FURTHER
ENHANCE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL SOUTH CAROLINIANS
ACROSS THE PREKINDERGARTEN THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION
SPECTRUM BY PROVIDING PARENTS WITH STATE FUNDS THAT WILL
ALLOW THEM TO ACCESS THE K-12 EDUCATION THAT WORKS BEST FOR
THEIR CHILD; AND

WHEREAS, THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY INTENDS FOR
THESE STATE FUNDS TO BELONG TO PARENTS, AND FOR PARENTS TO USE
THESE FUNDS IN FURTHERANCE OF PERSONALIZED EDUCATION TO MEET
THE NEEDS OF THEIR CHILD AND AS A DIRECT BENEFIT TO THEIR CHILD;
AND

WHEREAS, THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY INTENDS TO
PROMOTE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT BY MAKING SOUTH CAROLINA THE
MOST STUDENT-CENTERED STATE IN THE NATION BY INCREASING
STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN, AND STUDENT ACCESS TO, EFFECTIVE
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, BOTH WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OF THEIR
RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, REGARDLESS OF WHERE THEY LIVE OR
THEIR SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS; AND

WHEREAS, THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY INTENDS THAT
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER BE CONSTRUED BROADLY AS A
DIRECT BENEFIT TO STUDENTS TO MAXIMIZE PARENTAL CHOICE
OPTIONS AND STUDENT ACCESS TO CUSTOMIZED, HIGH-QUALITY
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTLY UNAVAILABLE TO THEIR
CHILDREN. NOW, THEREFORE, /

RENUMBER SECTIONS TO CONFORM.
AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM.
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